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OF TEACHERS AND INFLUENCES

“There are two kinds of teachers: the kind that fill you with so
much quail shot that you can't move, and the kind that just
gives you a little prod behind and you jump to the skies.” -
Robert Frost

Though | remember many of my teachers every other day and
talk about them to my students ever so often, today on
Teachers day, | choose to remember a select few, for the
impact they've each had on me as an individual in their
inimitable ways...

1. My Nursery teacher at St. Mary's School, Pune, Mrs. Ashton,
who out rightly rejected my "Half green and half red apple" as
silly, when | was sure it was my "Half-ripe" apple... That day as
a little three year old girl, | learnt my first life-lesson. Even
though it's difficult to be myself in a world that conforms, | still
need to be myself, be sensitive to and listen to my inner
voice... And that little girl didn't just continue representing
things the way she felt/saw it, but tried her best to stand up
for what she believed in and was passionate about, despite
severe limitations...

2. My Std VIl English teacher at Basel's Dharwad, Prema
Goudar, who believed in my ability to carry off a play "The
Bishop's candlesticks" on my frail shoulders... Her faith in me
made a back stage worker like me get involved hands on, in
every aspect of the mega play. right from the dialogues,
costumes, sets, props and even the role of Maria the maid...
Her subtle encouragement helped hone a very vital facet of
my personality, and | was a changed person after that...!

V4

3.My Std X English/History teacher at Basel's Dharwad, Rita
Martis, who recognized the 'Story teller", the "Dramebaaz" in
me and made me read out my answers/essays n' recite
poems to the class, voice modulation, expressions,
gestures... intact !

Her mere presence in class evoked in me an awe and | used to
sit spell-bound in her classes..!

Her history classes were the ones | looked forward to, for she
had the innate ability and flair to take you into the world of
kings and kingdoms and wars and conquests like no one ever
could.

She brought History alive in class and made us connect with
historical characters with her superb narrative skills and
animated body language. | can't forget how, just to explain
the meaning of the word 'Remonstrate' she dramatized the
whole scene of the camel and the Bedouin... Wow man ! That
scene still plays before my eyes like a movie. "Fool's Paradise'
my adaptation from a Reader's Digest story, is the play she
trusted me take over completely in Std X. | have picked up so
many of her traits in my persona as a teacher, that when ever
someone appreciates my story telling or ability to teach well,
| immediately remember her and silently thank her. It's
difficult to explain the sense of self esteem that she filled in
me, which fuels me to this day...

4. My Poster Design Teacher at Art School in Davangere,
Shankar Patil, who was a maverick to the core and showed
me how you could get your students to
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stretch their imagination and attempt stuff that they'd never
imagined they could do, by inspiring them with your
example... With him, | relearned to be myself and not rein my
creative instincts, to express myself the way | feel at the
moment

... 5. And then, there's my first teacher, Mum, who other than
being my first guru at home, was also my English/History
teacher at ASIA English School, Ahmedabad, for a year. Could
I name just a few of the things | got to learn from her ? Nah...!
Even that would take up endless space. So | think I'll stick to
the one most bold n' encouraging gesture of her's. She
believed in me and let me take a year's break after my Xl to
discover myself and my calling... That was a magnanimous gift
| treasure till today...

During that period of angst and indecisiveness, she made
another mad gesture and let me handle my own "Summer
Camp" with a batch of 12 kids when | was all of 18. | got to do
everything, plan schedules, activities, budgeting, materials,
field trips... It was sheer fun and a huge huge lesson in
responsibility ! It helped me discover my efficiency and
creativity, changed my perception of myself and made me
believe in my abilities... After that there was no looking back !
I've come a long way and the hazaar crazy challenges that I've
taken on all through, stem from that first experience gifted by
Mum...

6. And then, how could | forget, 'Nature' my most inspiring
teacher ! Who opened up a fascinating world of wonderment
and discovery...! The more | allowed myself to be adopted as a
'Shishya' by nature, the more it taught me humility and the
fact that learning is endless... there's always something to be
discovered, always a beautiful

lesson to be learned, right from a huge spreading tree to a
tiny precariously perched raindrop on a slender blade of
grass, everything could become a fascinating learning
experience. My life became all the more magical and
enchanting... And when life thrust upon me the role of a
teacher, this awesome teacher inspired me to help my
students adopt the gentle and patient pace of nature, tap in
on their inherent sense of curiosity and introduce them to
the fascinatingly serendipitous ways of nature... A huge
round of applause to these and the so many other teachers
who have inspired me all through the years and continue to
do so even today. And a special mention to those fabulous
teachers who come in the form of encouraging friends...
Happy Teachers Day...!

This is one of my favourite pictures. Matching step with my
Std VIl kids to the utterly whacky “"Soap haak toliya... Brush
haak tikka...” dance, during practice time. This dance was
part of the “Makkala Habba Naataka” that | mentor every
year for std VIl at Baala Balaga.
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Bhagwat
The Essence of Mentoring :

Mentoring is one of the methods in which
learning takes place. In simple terms, mentoring
can be interpreted as the help and support the
people get to manage their own learning, in
order to maximize their potential. There is a lot
| of difference in mentoring that happens in case
of individuals in humans and the mentoring that
happens in case of animals. In case of animals,
the help from the mother is available until a
particular stage only. For example, mother bird
feeds the baby bird till the baby gets the
feathers, and then, the baby learns eating,
foraging and other skills required for survival by
observing its mother. Even though there is no
linguistic conversation, the baby bird
understands that what the mother bird is doing,
is all it has to do, and then, the baby bird
becomes independent very quickly. So, in the
animal kingdom, learning happens through
mentoring when the baby is able to move
around physically. Hence, learning is quick and
happens in a very short span of time and they
become capable of eating and earning their
own food.

Learning is the most important requirement for
every individual. From the moment of the birth, learning begins. N
The body system receives information through the five sensory §
perceptions, and that information through the sensory data
creates an experience to the body. The body is exposed to
information all the time. It is not that all the information is =%
necessary for learning. If learning has to take place, information is &
necessary, from which the learning begins. Information leads to
interpretation, interpretation leads to understanding and
understanding leads to learning. There are variety of ways in which
learning takes place. For example, when the human baby is born, it
learns by itself in the beginning. Then, by the recognition of the
mother, the learning catches up and becomes faster. Every type of
learning requires the help of another individual and all types of
experiences with the other leads to the self-development.



So self-dependence in birds, animals
N and other organisms is attained very
p quickly and with that, their learning also
stops.

The Essence of Mentoring =
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In case of humans,
learning is a life-long process. Therefore,
human learning is not merely based on
instincts. The learning in humans is
always moving from one level to the
other levels of knowledge. So, the
mentoring need in humans is high all the
time and required all the time. In case of
a human child, the child grows at home,
then it is sent to the school and then to
college and university for higher studies.
In every stage, the child requires some
kind of help in the learning process. The
learning in humans is always in the
ideological level, and is not in the
instinctual level. The ideological level of
learning always requires the
construction and structure of thinking
and ideation process and therefore,
mentoring plays a great role among
human beings. Without mentoring,
learning becomes a very cumbersome
process and it gets delayed. Hence, at
every level mentoring is a great
facilitator of learning for the human
beings.

Mentoring process happens
in varieties of ways for humans. It is all the
time at the informal and the formal level. In
the informal mentoring, there is no specific
focus and intension but also, unconsciously,
the mentoring can happen. An individual can
consider a person, a mentor, without even
knowing the word “mentoring”. Because, in
the process, the individual is always
considering the person, useful and helpful in
knowing things. Therefore, mentoring can
happen at home, from the neighbours,
friends, seniors, teachers, even from the
common public. For mentoring, there is no
specific time, moment or place to begin. It is
an off-hand process. One can consider
mother as a mentor until the individual
grows into a full adult. The feelings of the
mentees (those who learn from a mentor), is
very important in the process of learning. If
the mentee has the greater confidence and
trust, learning becomes very quick.

Background image by Geeta Bhagwat
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Whereas, if the mentee doesn’t have the
interest, then the learning becomes slow, the mentee may even
forget whatever said.

In India, there is “Guru” concept. The Guru is
considered to be the greatest among thementors for an
individual. It is believed in Sanatana Dharma that a Guru
becomes a mentor once the disciple accepts him as Guru and
the Guru accepts the person as a disciple. From then on, the
control, impact, influence begins to occur to a disciple and it is a
never ending process. In the Gurukula system also, this practice
was adopted in ancient times in India. In this way, it is a great
opportunity for a mentee to be in touch with the mentor.

We can look at mentorship at the most
elemental level, in the school level in the Gurukula system, at
the highest level, even to attain self-realization. Mentorship has
no limits. Mentorship in a formal way has many benefits. In
schools and colleges, mentorship will help students to
understand the subject in which they have difficulty.

Mentorship helps whenever there is a transition required in the |

student’s level of learning. It helps in reducing stress when a
student goes from one level to another, it develops self-
confidence, because, mentoring does not make the learner
dependent. Mentoring does not involve the laborious classroom
teaching process. Rather, it is a kind of guidance in which, the
relationship between the mentor and the mentee becomes

personal. Therefore, the mentor is able to help the student .=

understanding where he requires to know the things better.
Mentorship also helps when an individual enters the collegiate
career. The interest in any field can be maintained all the time
when a mentor is available. In higher level of research, like the
doctoral work, the guide becomes a mentor.

N amme
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The Essence of Mentoring
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The relationship between the guide and the
student is not merely formal but is deeper. Because, the love for
the subject in the student and the knowledge and wisdom that
the guide has creates a very good base for mentor-mentee
relationship. That is how mentor creates interest in the field of
knowledge, so that the student becomes a specialist in that
field. Even in skill based learning, mentorship is very helpful.

For example, in the field of management, those
who have better experience are linked with the others who
require the learning. It helps in the productivity of the
employment, and to learn better things more quickly. Similarly
in the field of medicine, when it comes to surgery, a student
requires a mentor. Thus, there is no limit to scope of mentoring
and mentor-mentee relationship. As there is no end to learning,
there is no end to mentoring.

Mentoring discussed above is from a positive
point of view. When it comes to deviant behaviour such as pick- |
pocketing or robbery, mentoring plays an equally important
role. An individual alone cannot learn pick-pocketing. He
requires the help of others, the senior pick-pocketing experts
will train the learners. Similarly in case of criminal behaviour,
mentoring works. Ultimately, it is a matter of learning, whether
the outcome is betterment of the self and the society or for the
deterioration of the society. Even terrorism involves a
continuous mentoring process, which leads to a kind of brain
washing and influencing a person’s way of thinking and
ideology. However, our intension of understanding of the
concept of mentoring is only from the point of positive benefit
to the individual, humanity, organization and to the society at
large.
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LET GO

Your fingers sitting warmly
Inmyhand____

| feel them slowly slipping....

Don’t worry, | won't hold you back.
| neither control nor possess.

You are free to choose__

Either to stay or to leave,

Like a bird on the branch.

Branch can only give space

But not tie down the bird.

Of course it is very hard__

Not to cling,

Not to hold your hand tight,

Or.... just to wait you may come back.
But-- | flow with life....

And the rule is not to hold on...

Butto LET GO.

DD B
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Dr Prakash Bhat

Secretary & CEO

Society for Community Participation and Empowerment (SCOPE)
Betdur Compound, Malamaddi Dharwad 580007
Tel+918362445044

www.scopedharwad.org

bhatps@gmail.com
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| am Gouri Moushi (Geeta Ritti), | am associated with Balabalaga since last 11

years. Till last year | was working fulltime teaching mathematics and science.

Now | am working only part time with the school. My hobbies are paper Art ie Origami
is a Japanese art form where in various designs and shapes are made

by folding the paper, Kirigmay is another paper art form where in designs are

made by cutting and folding the paper. My another hobby is stitch art where in
needles and colour thread are used to create various designs by which attractive
greeting cards can be prepared.

geeta@baalabalaga.edu.in

9448328797

Address: ‘Bharati’ 15th cross ,Navodayanagar Dharwad-03
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Suggested Film

PARENTS AS EDUCATORS

A bilingual book on educating the child.

Does the child get “the best education” in
today's ‘best school’?

Can't parents become better teachers than
school-teachers?

What does ‘discipline’ mean to a school-going
child?

How much does the child need a teacher?
How can the parents try to expand the learning
capacities of their child?

How to create a real learning mind?

How to make a school, too?

How to teach the child to read and write fast
from the very beginning without learning the
alphabet letter by letter?

These and many such questions are discussed
in this book.

Suggested Reading
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Children of Heaven is a
1997 Iranian family drama film written and
directed by Majid Majidi. It is about a
brother(Ali) and his sister(Zahra) and their
adventures over a lost pair of shoes. Ali's
family lives in a poor South Tehran
neighbourhood, and are in financial trouble,
so he fears to tell his parents about the lost
pair of shoes. Ali tells Zahra about the shoes
and begs her not to tell their mother; she
agrees. Zahra wears them to school in the
morning and returns them to Ali at midday
so that he can wear it to attend afternoon
classes. However, the uncomfortable
arrangement between him and his sister
leads to Ali being late three times in a row,
no matter how hard he runs. In the mean
time, Ali learns about a children’s footrace
competition, in which the 3 place winner
would be awarded with one week vacation
camp and a pair of sneakers. He participates
for the sake of shoes. But, to his bitter
disappointment, in a hard-fought dash to
the finish, he accidentally places first
instead. Ali returns home where Zahra is
waiting for him. Ali eventually achieves
success in racing career.

CHILDREN
Lo

Suggested Film

Suggested Reading



This is really a good beginning. Innovative
and creative effort is visible all through
Chiguru Chilume. This will become a
documented evidence to the
contemporary achievements. | am sure you
will come out with more visuals, stories
and poems by children in future volumes.
Wish a grand success.

Chandrashekhara Damle
President, Sneha School Sullia.

i

thanks...

Gurumurti Mehendale

Dear Minchu & Team CC,
Hearty Congratulations.
A very nice creative piece.

branches & flower regularly.
Wish you Good Luck.

Regards
Shree Padre

Wow tumba chennagide,, che nanu intade
kanasu kanta idde but late adru khushi athu,,,

Hats off to all the team members.
We wish see more and more
Chigus like this to grow into big

—_—
It was really interesting to read and | really appreciate the efforts put in by
the students and also the teaching staff for encouraging the students.
Please keep the tempo moving and the good work.
One suggestion, which you may please consider to incorporate in your
forthcoming issues ;
Dedicate one/two pages and you may call
it as “ Gyaan Gangaa ” under which you may consider the following
@ Encourage students to ask questions and provide answers by the expert
staffs
@ Latest happenings particularly in the field of Science / Arts /
Literature etc. etc..
@ Information regarding competitive exams, Institutes etc..

Srinivas Ayodhya
L

=

Great Work!! We get to be in touch with

the school even now through this. Good
deed!

Parinita joshi
L4
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